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Published September 9, 2002 
 
John Wood doesn't regret trading in a six-figure 
salary at Microsoft Corp. for yak rides in the 
Himalayas. 
 
After collecting his business degree from 
Northwestern University's Kellogg School of 
Management, he headed to the software behemoth, 
where he rose through the ranks to become its 
director of business development in China. A posh 
home in San Francisco, a driver and a maid quickly 
followed suit. 
 
"At the end of the day, I would think of all of those 
kids I watched in other countries growing up 
illiterate," he said. "Doing something about that 
became more important than my own stupid, 
corporate, white-collar world." 
 
So, Wood, 38, resigned and founded Room to Read, 
a nonprofit organization that delivers education to 
children in developing countries. Since its launch two 
years ago, the group has worked primarily in Nepal 
and Vietnam to build 25 schools and 200 libraries, 
deliver more than 100,000 books and fund more than 
100 scholarships. 
 
The organization helps villages that take the initiative 
to request its services and invest some of their own 
money in the work. Given that illiteracy rates 
sometimes exceed 80 percent of a population, not 
everyone is given computers and software, he said. 
 
"One of the worst things you can do is to give people 
technology before they're ready for it," Wood said. 
"But when they are, it's amazing to connect them to 
the entire world even when they don't have roads that 
are suitable for travel." 
 
Wood said he dwells "not on the purity of our mission, 
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but on delivering results." Smart use of technology, 
he said, encourages donors to continue giving. Room 
to Read volunteers, many of whom also left high-
paying jobs in technology, typically wield digital 
cameras, laptop computers and wireless devices so 
that only a few hours after a ribbon-cutting, they can 
send the images and a note of thanks to donors. 
 
"Within a month, we're able to say to someone, `See 
what your money accomplished?'" Wood said. 
 
The organization plans to expand into Cambodia, and Wood plans to explain the 
projects that lie ahead at a fundraiser set for 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday at the 
East Bank Club, 550 N. Kingsbury Dr. Tickets are $35 at the door. 
 
More online: For photos of Room to Read's work abroad, visit 
chicagotribune.com/technology. 
 
Jason Saul, an instructor on nonprofit technology at Kellogg, explains the top five 
things every nonprofit group needs to know about technology at 
chicagotribune.com/toolbox. 
 
Fast start: The Chicago area's fastest growing tech company soared from having 
no clients when it launched from a garage in the West Loop five years ago to 
$122 million in revenues last year, according to the Chicago Technology Fast 50 
rankings released Monday by Deloitte & Touche. 
 
Universal Access Global Holdings Inc. essentially helps telecom providers get 
along by selling network capacity at wholesale rates. If Carrier A has fiber running 
into the Sears Tower and Carrier B has fiber running into the Merchandise Mart, 
both can use Universal Access' operations to share each other's capacity so that 
phone calls and other data transmissions reach their destinations. 
 
With its huge database of all of the networks owned by telecom firms, Universal 
Access also works to help providers reconfigure networks to boost capacity. 
 
"Consumers have no idea that they're using our technology all of the time," 
President and Chief Executive Patrick Shutt said. 
 
To develop the rankings, Deloitte & Touche analyzed the revenue growth of 150 
companies from 1997 to 2001. Rounding out the top five this year are Hubbard 
One, Click Commerce Inc., TouchSensor Technologies and Arkidata Corp. 
 
Deloitte also named five companies in business fewer than five years to its list of 
"Rising Stars." Topping that list is Chicago software company Divine Inc. 
 
More online: A complete list of this year's Fast 50 and rising stars. 
 
Bits and bytes: Folks registered to attend the Chicago Software Association's 
9th Annual Early Stage Investment Conference, coming up Sept. 17, will get a 
chance to award $40,000 in cash and support services to presenters pitching the 
best business plans. Visit CSA.org for more information. ... FullAudio Inc.'s 
digital music service is available through Microsoft's new Windows Media Player 
9. The company offers free trials at FullAudio.com. 
 
New on chicagotribune.com 
 
This week, Microsoft is set to release the first package of updates to its new 
Windows XP operating system, but critics say you might want to bypass that and 
head straight to Linux. Find out why at chicagotribune.com/linux. 
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