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Does Faith Have a 
Future?
Does Faith Have a 
Future? Or Doomed to DiscontentOr Doomed to Discontent

In American Evangelicalism, Smith 
found that evangelical faith strong 
“because it is—or at least perceives 
itself to be—embattled with forces 
that seem to oppose or threaten it…
Indeed, evangelicalism thrives on 
distinction, engagement, conflict and 
threat.”

Or is it Doomed to 
Feed off Discontent?

Or is it Doomed to 
Feed off Discontent?

Faith Beyond the End of an AgeFaith Beyond the End of an Age

Faith Beyond the End?

Classical Medieval Modern

Science Fiction Visions

Science Fiction VisionsScience Fiction Visions

Schools of Religious FuturismSchools of Religious Futurism

Religious Futurism
1. Divination
2. Revelation
3. Progressivism
4. Historicism
5. Social Science

Wnrf.orgWnrf.org

See our FAQ at http://www.wnrf.org
Jewish, Christian, Islamic, & Esoteric networks
We meet annually at the World Future Society
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Quantitative Future of ReligionQuantitative Future of Religion

Quantitative 
Future of 
Religion?

World Religions TodayWorld Religions Today

World Religions Today

The Next 200 YearsThe Next 200 Years

Scenarios for 2200

Religious Projections for the Next 200 Years
http://www.wnrf.org/cms/next200.shtml

Limits of DemographicsLimits of Demographics

Cultural Trends?

The Cultural CreativesThe Cultural Creatives

Cultural Creatives

Three-not two AmericasThree-not two Americas
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Leaders of 3 SubculturesLeaders of 3 Subcultures
Creatives-passing fad or social 
movement?
Creatives-passing fad or social 
movement?

passing fad 
or social 

movement?

Wildcards, but…Wildcards, but…

Out of the Blue…
How would faith respond, be changed? 

•Asteroid Hits the Earth
•Time Travel is Invented
•Messiah Returns to Salt Lake City
•Life in other Dimensions Discovered
•“The Extraterrestrial Sermons”- thesis

www.richardb.us/project.html

Out of the Blue, John Petersen, 1998, see arlingtoninstitute.org Mapping Two Drivers of ChangeMapping Two Drivers of Change

Private Public

Premodern

Post-modern

Faith in a Changing WorldFaith in a Changing World

Postmodern
Worldview

Modern
Worldview

Rational
Permanent

Absolute
Propositional

Western
Men

Literal
Religion

Intuitive
Provisional
Ambiguous
Approximate
Ethnic Cultures
Women
Symbolic
Spirituality

Faith in a Changing World, by John Drane, Harper Collins, 1994 Four Futures of ReligionFour Futures of Religion

Private Public

Premodern

Post-modern

1. Roosters1. Roosters

3. Hens3. Hens 4. Owls4. Owls

God apart from culture God over culture

God hidden from culture God in culture

2. Eagles2. Eagles
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Four Futures of ReligionFour Futures of Religion

Private Public

Premodern

Post-modern

1. Roosters1. Roosters

3. Hens3. Hens 4. Owls4. Owls

Dogmatic Fundamentalism
God apart from culture

Religious Nationalism
God over culture

Natural Spirituality
God hidden from culture

Integral Culture
God in culture

2. Eagles2. Eagles
Sectarian: Theocratic:

Conscious: Renaissance:

Modernity resists AlternativesModernity resists Alternatives

Private Public

Premodern

Post-modern

1. Roosters1. Roosters
Sectarian:

2. Eagles2. Eagles
Theocratic:

4. Owls4. Owls
Renaissance:

3. Hens3. Hens
Conscious:

Ecumenism Individualism

Secularism
Commercialism

Dogmatic Fundamentalism Religious Nationalism

Natural Spirituality Integral Culture

DucksDucks
Modern:

SWOP AnalysisSWOP Analysis

Strength & Weakness
of each future

Groups 
of 3-5

FeedbackFeedback
1. Through this session 
I have learned that…

2. My question I asked 
myself that I would like 
you to respond to is…

Does Faith Have a 
Future?
Does Faith Have a 
Future?

Part II
Foresight

Toward the Year 3000Toward the Year 3000
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Business of the FutureBusiness of the Future

Weather

Population

Finance

Technology

Economics

Fortune-
Telling

Futurists

Business

Prediction BusinessPrediction Business

Catastrophic vs. ConstructiveCatastrophic vs. Constructive

Hindsight vs. ForesightHindsight vs. Foresight

Hindsight &
Foresight

Slaughter, Future Concepts & Ideas, AFI Foresight is…Foresight is…

Foresight is…
the ability to create 

and maintain a 
coherent forward 

view and to use these 
insights in socially 
constructive ways.

Richard Slaughter, The Foresight Principle, Praeger, 1995

Community IndicatorsCommunity Indicators

Community Indicators  

A triple bottom line
Three DomainsThree Domains
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Indicators & the FutureIndicators & the Future

Indicators & the Future  Sustainable Seattle ’98Sustainable Seattle ’98

Improving Declining

www.sustainablemeasures.com

City of God=City of ManCity of God=City of Man

City of God
Our heavenly calling as 
believers to seek the 
City of God is realized 
as we build the Good 
City as earthly citizens. 
Ministry will embrace 
community health as 
well as congregational 
growth.

Thank You: JayGary.comThank You: JayGary.com

JayGary.com
June 11-14, 2003, 

Black Forest Conf Center
Evenings Free, $189 commuter

www.presence.tv/conference
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